
Urgent Action: Defend Democracy in Latin America 
"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing." (Edmund Burke) 

In the early morning hours of June 28th, the Honduran military captured the democratically-elected President Manuel Zelaya in his 
pajamas, and whisked him out of the country. (see end for the latest updates on the situation) 

This overthrow of the democratically elected president spurred a nearly unanimous and unequivocal condemnation on the part of the 
international community including the United Nations, the European Union, and the Organization of American States - which threw 
Honduras out of the OAS.  

In contrast, the US government has responded slowly with mixed messages and little concrete action. While the plane made a stop at 
Soto Cano, a Honduran military base with at least 500 US troops, the US military denied any knowledge of or role in his ouster. 

President Obama stated that Mr. Zelaya was democratically elected, that his illegal removal sets a terrible precedent, and that he 
should be reinstated. However when questioned by the media, Secretary of State Clinton offered "no comment" on Zelaya´s 
reinstatement. Additionally the State Department told the US Senate that President Zelaya was responsible for his own ouster and has 
refused to officially classify it as a military coup (thus legally requiring the cut off of all aid). Some members of Congress have even 
proposed a resolution to accept the military putsch as a legitimate means of transferring democratic power. The coup government has 
a lot of support from Washington. 

Since the coup, peaceful protesters and supporters of president Zelaya have experienced the most brutal repression and violation of 
human rights in over 20 years by a military force trained and supported by the US. Amnesty International reports that “mass arbitrary 
arrests and ill treatment of protesters” remains a “serious and growing concern.” 

Meanwhile the story has been virtually buried by the mainstream US media who selectively focused on the contested elections in Iran 
and Afghanistan while ignoring the threat to democracy on their doorstep. What little coverage exists has been laden with 
misinformation while widespread human rights violations have gone largely unreported. Within Honduras the military occupation has 
included the shutdown of most independent media outlets and arrests of reporters who attempt to cover what is happening. Radio and 
TV stations supporting Zelaya have been bombed off the air. Peaceful nonviolent protests have been met with live gunfire. 

What ultimately sparked Zelaya´s expulsion was his attempt to conduct a non-binding democratic opinion poll asking whether the 
November Presidential elections should include a referendum on changing the constitution. If approved, the long process of drafting a 
new constitution would go on long after he left office - belying the oft repeated misinformation that he was attempting to get re-elected 
unconstitutionally. 

The de facto regime in Honduras has remained defiant in the face of massive pressure from within and outside the country. Attempts 
to broker a negotiated solution have been rejected time and again as they slow-pedal negotiations to reinstate democratic order and 
run out the clock on the rest of President Zelaya´s term. The latest attempt by Secretaries of State from throughout the hemisphere to 
move towards reconciliation was met by the declaration "We have no fear of an embargo by anyone. We can go on without your 
support." 

The question is what is emboldening them to hold on to power? The Honduran National Front Against the Coup D'état asserts that 
due to Honduras' enormous economic dependence on the US, a solution to the crisis could be reached if the United States 
Government were to reject the coup d'état with the threat of concrete actions - such as a cut off in diplomatic relations and all non-
humanitarian aid and trade. Some analysts contend that the US is merely avoiding action that "could be seen as interventionism." But 
given its heavy involvement in Honduras already, US unilateral inaction is the biggest obstacle of all to a restoration of the country´s 
democratic order. 

Indeed, Witness for Peace has declared that the U.S. response to the coup is a litmus test and is a "matter of supporting or rejecting a 
flagrant usurpation of Hondurans’ right to exercise their democratic will."  What is at stake is not just democracy in Honduras, but the 
danger that the success of the coup would be "a signal to would-be coup plotters throughout the region that military ousters are once 
again a viable means of attaining power."  
 
The future of democracy in Latin America is at stake: do we continue on the road to democratic norms and the rule of law, or are we to 
head back down a dark path where power is seized and held through violent means.  

http://www2.canada.com/topics/news/story.html?id=1761724
http://www2.canada.com/topics/news/story.html?id=1761724
http://www.democracynow.org/2009/8/17/headlines#3
http://www.democracynow.org/2009/8/17/headlines#3
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jAkMGKIUDg_ngUiZboxQbYj5_DPwD9A459M80
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXcMFZ9eeG4
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8125292.stm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/06/29/AR2009062904239.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-weisbrot23-2009jul23,0,7566740.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-weisbrot23-2009jul23,0,7566740.story
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2009/08/02/2009-08-02_honduras_coup_is_more_bloody_than_bloodless.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/frida-berrigan/coup-us-military-support_b_222655.html
http://amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/Honduras-photos-and-protestor-testimonies-show-extent-of-police-violence-20090819
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/allison-kilkenny/patiently-awaiting-the-us_b_222664.html
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/5436/t/2467/letter/?letter_KEY=184
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/5436/t/2467/letter/?letter_KEY=184
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/15/opinion/15sat2.html?_r=1&th&emc=th
http://alainet.org/active/32631&lang=en
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8127772.stm
http://witnessforpeace.org/article.php?id=787
http://witnessforpeace.org/downloads/DoS%20Honduras%20letter.pdf
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32478307/ns/world_news-americas/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32478307/ns/world_news-americas/


 
"If Honduras does not reverse this coup, every president is going have to watch his back because they too could be ousted 
every time the economic elite and military feel like it," Zelaya 
 
We can help: To demonstrate your solidarity with the Honduran people and urge the US government to take clear, concrete action to 
condemn what has happened: 
 
1.) Call the State Department at 202-647-5171 or 1-800-877-8339 and ask for Secretary Clinton. Deliver the following message: " 
Work for the unconditional immediate reinstatement of President Zelaya.  Pressure the Honduran military to stop the violence against 
the people. Do not  recognize the presidential elections as legitimate without the return of President Zelaya to serve what remains of 
his term and without recognition of the new reality of a vast social movement of Hondurans demanding a real voice in the future of 
their country. " 
 
2.) Call the White House at 202-456-1111 and repeat the same message " Work for the unconditional immediate reinstatement of 
President Zelaya.  Pressure the Honduran military to stop the violence against the people. Do not  recognize the presidential elections 
as legitimate without the return of President Zelaya to serve what remains of his term and without recognition of the new reality of a 
vast social movement of Hondurans demanding a real voice in the future of their country. " 
 
 For further actions, visit the following websites:  
Contact your representative . . .  Expose the truth . . .  Bear witness . . .  Stay informed . . .  Take Action 
 
Download the latest version of this document with updates at http://lutheran_peace.tripod.com/honduras_coup.pdf 
 
 
Websites on the coup in Honduras in English: 
 
America Latina en Movimiento - English - Latin American Information Agency 
 
Honduras Coup 2009 Blog 
 
Americas Mexico Blog 
 
Emergency Committee Against the Coup in Honduras 
 
Honduras Coup Exposed 
 
Honduran coup - The Real News video coverage 
 
Honduras Resists Blog 
 
Video: 100 Days of Resistance 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/honduras-coup/ 
 
Coup in Honduras - LANIC Newsroom 
 
The latest news on the coup in Honduras: 
 
Zelaya crisis puts Honduras under pressure 
What's in Store for Ousted Honduran President? 
EU urges all sides in Honduras to seek dialogue 
Leaders back ousted Honduran president 
Zelaya wants aid reclaiming Honduran presidency 
Reject vote in Honduras, Zelaya urges 
Ibero-American countries demand Zelaya's restitution to Honduran presidency 
December 2, 2009 
 
Video: Honduras: Elections as coup laundering 
LatAm leaders: Return ousted Honduran president 
On recognition and Brazil 
Elections in Honduras: Whitewashing the Path to a Past of Horrors 
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International voices against coup elections 
Latin America rejects elections in Honduras under dictatorial regime 
Elections not observed by mainstream bodies - Amnesty reports abuse. 
National Resistance Front: Elections were a farce, new regime will not be recognized, struggle for constitutional assembly continues 
Indigenous leader:  "The electoral farce is a failure. The oligarchy will never be able to hold back the deep desire for justice." 
U.S. has bungled Honduran crisis 
Latin American summit to end amid bickering over Honduras 
Brazil Refuses to Recognize Honduran Election 
Manuel Zelaya attacks 'fraudulent' Honduras election 
Zelaya claims fraud in Honduras election, but some nations recognize Lobo's win 
Zelaya: Honduras still in crisis 
Honduras election: conservative close to victory. Is Zelaya crisis past? 
Conservative Appears to Have Won in Honduras 
Analysis: As conservatives win power in Honduras, coup precedent sets in 
Int'l Community at Odds on Honduran General Elections 
EU pleased with broadly peaceful' Honduran election 
Honduran "Electoral Observers" Launch Verbal Attack on Americas Program Director 
Honduran political stalemate after presidential election 
New Honduran president banks on U.S. support 
Elections not to solve Honduras' crisis, says U.S. ambassador 
OAS: open to dialogue with Honduran opposition leader Lobo 
International reaction mixed after election in Honduras 
Please Brief Valenzuela  
Nov 29 - Dec 1, 2009 
 
Honduras: Coup regime prepares massive repression 
Region Finds U.S. Lacking on Honduras 
Honduras: US backs fraudulent vote 
Honduras' upcoming vote a boon to de facto rulers 
November 28, 2009 
 
Honduras to Have “Free and Fair” Elections with Disrespect for Human Rights 
Pre-election update 
Ecuador: EU must boycott Honduras poll 
Center for Democracy in the Americas (CDA) to U.S. Policymakers: Don't Ratify Honduras Elections as 'Free and Fair'  
Honduras warning for Latin America 
Amnesty fears crackdown around Honduras polls 
Legitimacy of Honduran vote questioned 
Costa Rica: Honduras vote must be backed if fair 
US sees Honduran elections as "critical step" to restore legitimacy 
Honduran frontrunner aims for Brazil recognition 
Hondurans in Washington D.C. to Protest Controversial Elections in Honduras 
Leading voices in Britain call for non-recognition of Honduras coup elections. 
Brazil not to recognize new Honduran gov't: FM 
Despite US's Stand Brazil Warns It Won't Recognize Honduras' New President 
Brazil and the US confirm differences over Honduras Sunday elections 
Brazilian FM, Clinton Discuss Honduran Crisis 
November 27, 2009 
 
Huffington Post: No Fair Election In Honduras Under Military Occupation 
Day 159 of Resistance: Despite state terror, resistance continues 
Honduran Supreme Court, TV station hit by blasts 
Zelaya: USA Backs Honduran Putschists  
Honduras rules against Zelaya return 
Post-coup vote likely to push Honduras to center 
PREVIEW: Disputed elections in Honduras might not end crisis  
November 26, 2009 
 
The Sham Elections in Honduras 
U.S. Policy on Honduras Puts Latin Ties at Risk, Brazilian Says 
Amid boycott, Honduras prepares for vote 
INTERVIEW-US risks isolation over Honduras election-Brazil 
Millennium Challenge Corp. Pushing to Restart Honduras Loans 
Honduras vote to sideline president, enshrine coup 
'The coup won': In Honduras, US-backed elections sideline president whisked away by soldiers 
The Honduran Coup: A Graphic History 
Government Admits Blocking Channel 36 
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Zelaya warns US support for Honduras election divisive 
Zelaya attacks US Honduras stance  
November 25, 2009 
 
Honduras Coup Regime Declares New State of Emergency Prior to Sunday “Election” 
Reduced Expectations 
Ousted Honduran President Urges Int'l Community Not to Recognize Elections 
INTERVIEW - Honduras de facto leader confident U.S. will back vote 
Honduras crisis ending with a whimper  
November 24, 2009 
 
 
Militarized Elections 
A Week Before “Elections” in Honduras, Candidate Resignations, More Censorship and Repression 
Valenzuela Dreams 
Honduran coup leader a two-time SOA graduate 
SouthCom: Washington Develops its Operations in Soto Cano Airbase in Honduras 
Right is expected to regain power in Honduras 
Armed Forces preparing massive repression for election day 
De Facto Government Preparing Repression in Run-up to Elections 
U.S. Group That Supported Overthrows of Democratically Elected Governments in Haiti and Venezuela Will Observe Elections in Honduras 
Elections: reject, accept, or other?  
Ousted Honduran leader says US weakened anti-coup effort 
Honduran President Zelaya Earns High Marks for Governance, U.S. Agency Scorecard Shows 
SCENARIOS - Road ahead for deposed Honduran President Zelaya 
Commentary: DeMint's views on Honduras prevail 
Honduran Elections Come at Critical Point in Political Standoff 
Honduras back to business as usual after coup  
November 22-23, 2009 
 
Honduras Regime's electoral circus rejected 
U.S. should reject tainted coming election in Honduras  
Guatemala will not recognize elections; El Heraldo complains 
November 21, 2009 
 
United States backs illegal elections in Honduras 
Honduran Dictatorship is a Threat to Democracy in the Hemisphere 
Honduran TV channel says de facto govt blocks signal 
Channel 36 Off Air Again 
Micheletti Fools State Department 
Honduras' Zelaya proposes to postpone elections 
Ousted Honduran president Zelaya calls on his supporters to impugn elections 
Zelaya to legally contest Honduras elections – AFP 
Micheletti Will Temporarily Step Aside? 
Honduras de facto leader may step aside 
Interim Leader in Honduras Says He'll Briefly Step Down  
November 20, 2009 
 
State Department Discovers Human Rights Concerns 
Zelaya says Honduran Congress has no intention to reinstate him 
In Meeting with Kirchner Lula Demands Prompt Restoration of Zelaya in Honduras 
Brazilian, Argentine presidents not to recognize elections in Honduras 
U.S. affirms support to elections in Honduras 
US backs Honduras polls despite Zelaya rejection  
Zelaya accuses U.S. of inaction on Honduras coup  
November 19, 2009 
 
Supreme Court Splits 5 Ways! 
Press Incredulous Over Ian Kelly Pronouncement On Restoral 
Brazil and Argentina will not recognize elections 
Craig Kelly Repeats US Support For Election 
AFL-CIO Letter to Clinton Opposing Honduran Elections 
Spain Will Not Recognize Elections 
Honduran Congress Delays until After Elections 
Honduran congress delays rule on Zelaya  
Decision to Restore Ousted Honduran Leader Is Delayed Until After Vote 
Ousted Honduran president's restitution to be decided after elections 
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Russell Athletic shifts course on Honduran workers after pressure from anti-sweatshop groups 
November 18, 2009 
 
Priest, Friend of Zelaya, Leaves Brazil Embassy in Honduras. Only 16 Left Now 
Zelaya claims US and Micheletti are involved in laundering the coup 
Honduras: IGLHRC Expresses Outrage at Human Rights Abuses After Military Coup 
The Municipal Politics of the Honduran Crisis 
Harris to support Southern Command in Honduras 
Honduras - sleight-of-hand, smoke and mirrors 
U.S. urges implementation of accord to end Honduras crisis 
Honduras - Political turmoil still reigns  
November 17, 2009 
 
No Formal Response Response to Zelaya's Letter to Clinton 
US "Response" to Zelaya letter 
Ian Kelly "There's been No Change In US Policy" 
Honduran Crisis Outfoxes US Attempts at Negotiation 
Honduras' crisis brings South Florida election showdown 
Ousted Honduran president rejects upcoming election  
November 16, 2009 
 
Grandmother of the Resistance: "Only the people can save the people" 
"My Vote for No One" 
Zelaya wants no part of US-brokered deal for Honduras 
Honduran election sham 
President Zelaya to President Obama: Walk the Talk 
Ousted Honduran president won't recognize 29 November elections 
S.C. Senator Jim DeMint forces U.S. change on Honduras stance on elections 
Ousted president Zelaya accuses US of providing cover for coup 
HONDURAS: Ousted President Zelaya says he won't negotiate return to power 
Honduras' Zelaya won't recognise vote  
Ousted Honduran president rejects upcoming election 
Zelaya wants no part of US-brokered deal for Honduras 
November 15, 2009 
 
President Obama: Don't Support the Illegal Coup Regime in Honduras  
Honduras: ‘The elections are fraudulent’ 
A Farce in Honduras 
Open Letter to the US President: Honduras Human Rights Violations and Elections - by 240 US academics 
Honduras:   The scapegoat syndrome  
Honduras' ousted leader won't accept deal to resume presidency if he must endorse elections 
Honduras revokes emergency decree during visit by Ros-Lehtinen, Diaz-Balarts 
Honduras shows Latin America's 'strongman' is Jim DeMint 
November 14, 2009 
 
US Rep. Jan Schakowsky’s Three-Day Fact-Finding Mission in Honduras Confirms Widespread Human Rights Abuses 
Ousted Honduran president: US weakened, yielded 
Honduras' golpistas break deal 
Vapid US Policy Statement  
Britain 'must get behind Zelaya' 
National Front of Resistance Against the Coup: The elections will not be recognized, the struggle continues 
November 13, 2009 
 
Honduran crisis 'threatens democracy' - Latin America faces wave of coups if world fails to take notice 
US 'playing footsie' with Honduran junta 
Honduras accord is on verge of collapse 
U.S. Seeks Settlement of Political Crisis in Honduras 
Aid freeze in post-coup Honduras hurting poor 
Honduras US? Supreme Court deliberates on Zelaya's reinstatement 
November 12, 2009 
 
Honduras Revisited 
U.S. State Department Sells Out Honduran Democracy for Senate Confirmations 
Media Outlets Threatened Again 
"You don't punish the next guy"... I beg to differ. 
Tamayo and Tomé Denounced as Criminals - for calling on Hondurans to boycott the elections. 
Supreme Court Needs A Week 
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Porfirio Lobo Sosa: Do Something 
Fiddling while Tegucigalpa burns  
Obama's Magical Surrealism in Honduras 
US diplomat leaves Honduras in political limbo 
U.S. envoy leaves Honduras without solving political crisis 
Stakes Rise for the United States in Honduras 
Manuel Zelaya's backers: Boycott Honduran election  
November 11, 2009 
 
Brazil: Honduras is a "badly written soap opera, with sinister characters played by the de facto regime, which history will judge." 
OAS will not recognise elections 
Manuel Zelaya's backers: Boycott Honduran election 
Public Prosecutor Threatens Congress 
Questions from a Reader About Honduras 
Kelly: Proposed Way Forward 
US Pushes OAS to Recognize Elections 
Protesters: State Department Not Interested 
"Magical realism" meets Lew Amselem's "real world" 
U.S. Tries to Salvage Honduras Accord 
Extraordinary OAS meeting to consider the Honduran situation 
Honduran civil leaders denounce intimidation and fraudulent elections 
Honduran de facto gov't representative urges Congress to solve Zelaya's restitution 
November 17!? 
Report by the Supreme Court: Edmundo Orellana 
More Consultations: Edmundo Orellana 
Honduran Congress awaits court opinion on Zelaya... 
November 10, 2009 
 
Interview with Ousted Honduran President Manuel Zelaya: Talks Are Off with Coup Government After Deal Collapses 
Too late for fair elections 
Honduras' Congress says no guarantee it will vote on Zelaya before elections; candidate withdraws 
New Report Looks at Honduran Economy Before and Since the Coup 
Honduras: Republicans praise Obama for 'reversing' policy 
Deadlocked For Now 
Bring back democracy before Honduran vote 
Honduras president, de facto leader spar over deal 
Honduras deal collapses; Zelaya's backers blame U.S. 
November 8-9, 2009 
 

Video: Nothing resolved in Honduras 
OAS envoy says Honduran interim broke acccord by forming a unity gov't without Zelaya's input 
Honduras leadership remains in limbo as accord dissolves 
U.S. ambassador urges resumption of dialogue in Honduras 
OAS secretary general issues statement on the situation in Honduras 
Honduran 'unity' cabinet collapses  
November 7, 2009 
 
Troubles for a Deal — and for Obama — in Honduras 
Zelaya: US-brokered Honduras deal 'dead' 
Honduran Accord Solidifies Coup D'Etat Rule 
Coup, Uninterrupted  
Political crisis in Honduras deepening 
National Resistance Against the Coup d’Etat Announces Boycott of November 29 Honduras Elections 
Spain believes that a government without representatives of Zelaya unit is "a flagrant breach" of the agreement 
Honduras: Communiqué No. 33. Message from the National Front of Resistance. 
Zelaya will not recognise elections 
As Honduran Deal Failed, Split Behind Crisis Grew 
US Disappointed at Breakdown in Honduras Political Talks 
Talks over Honduras crisis crumble - video 
Micheletti puts a hold on the "government of unity" 
Communique from President Manuel Zelaya on Failure of Accord (translation) 
Deal over Honduran crisis 'dead' - President Zelaya 
Zelaya says Honduras crisis deal has failed 
HONDURAS: Micheletti forms unity government without Zelaya - Stand-off resumes as crisis deal 'fails' 
Honduras pact stalls over unity government 
Zelaya: U.S.-brokered Honduras pact is ‘dead’ 
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Manuel Zelaya: US-brokered pact for Honduran crisis fails 
Honduran agreement has failed: Zelaya aide  
November 6, 2009 
 
Whose cabinet? 
Report on Women's Human Rights Violations Shows Systematic Attack on Women Under Honduran Coup 
Ousted Honduran leader Zelaya questions U.S. stance 
US Stance Confuses Ousted Honduran Leader 
Obama must stand firm on Honduras crisis 
Deal to restore ex-president languishes in Honduran Congress 
Crucial reconciliation day for Honduras political crisis  
An Improbable Solution 
Triumph for Democracy in Honduras? 
Despite Deal, No Progress on Standoff in Honduras 
Did Honduras deal weaken Zelaya? 
November 5, 2009 
 
My Thoughts on Honduras 
How to create unity and reconciliation (not) 
The Verification Commission speaks 
Zelaya Asks Clinton for Clarification: Complete Translation 
Decision on Zelaya's return postponed 
President Obama's Credibility on the Line in Honduras 
Ongoing pressure needed to ensure return of President Zelaya 
Honduran lawmakers put off vote on Zelaya's return 
Honduras' Zelaya urges int'l community to speed up his restitution 
OAS chief has no doubt on ousted Honduran president Zelaya's soon restoration 
Honduran Congress consults Supreme Court on agreement to end crisis 
Honduran presidential hopefuls sign democracy and governance pact  
November 4, 2009 
 
The big loser in the Honduras political crisis? The economy. 
Honduras pact remains in the balance 
Inadvertent truth? When generals merge with politicians... 
Congress Stalls 
Honduras: Vote Postponed on Deal to End Crisis 
Honduras Bows to U.S. Pressure 
A Deal Finally Ends Honduras' Coup Crisis 
U.S. urges Honduran Congress to promptly implement agreement 
Honduran Congress to review crisis accord Tuesday 
Calling a Coup a Coup: U.S. conservatives are still defending the Honduras coup 
Honduran Lawmakers Study Deal on Zelaya Reinstatement 
OAS plans to reincorporate Honduras and lift sanctions next week  
Congress Begins Work Tuesday 
November 3, 2009 
 
Deterioration of women's rights under the de facto regime: an illustration 
Céleo Alvarez Casildo: The Crisis Won’t Be Resolved on Paper 
Big Gun: US Labor Secretary Hilda Solis Heads to Honduras Tuesday 
BID says "Not So Fast" 
Zelaya warns that deal must be implemented in full 
Zelaya threatens to break agreement with Micheletti 
OAS announces names of international members of Verification Commission to Honduras 
Hillary Clinton only winner in Honduran mess 
Hillary's Honduran Exit Strategy 
November 2, 2009 
 
New Reports Demolish Justifications for Ouster of Zelaya Honduran Coup Myths Dispelled  
Honduran president might find path to power despite K Street campaign 
Honduran Newspapers Deliver Photo Images of Resistance Participants to Police 
Accord for National Reconciliation and the Strengthening of Democracy in Honduras 
Verification Commission 
Honduran coup leaders heed call for power-sharing deal 
Q+A - Honduran rivals reach deal on crisis but now what? 
Honduran Businesses Still Wait to Heal  
November 1, 2009 
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